
We connect cities with forests 
for a healthier world

Sustainable Wood for Cities
A guide for cities using wood in service of their broader 

sustainability goals
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What is sustainable wood look like?

http://www.cities4forest.com/
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Where does sustainable wood come from?

http://www.cities4forest.com/
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Illustration from  How Buildings Learn, Stuart Brand

Where can it be used in a city?

Site and Landscape?

http://www.cities4forest.com/
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And how and where can cities specify it?

http://www.cities4forest.com/
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Sustainable Wood 
for Cities Guide

Providing cities with expert 
guidance on reducing their 
impact on global forests 
through promoting 
sustainable and 
responsible wood sourcing 
and procurement.

Highlights

● What cities need to know about 
sustainable forestry

● Integrating sustainable procurement 
with competitive bidding processes

● Resources for initiating pilot projects
● International case studies 
● And much more!
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Forest Footprint 
For Cities

An interface allowing 
cities and urban residents 
to estimate the impacts of 
consumption 
commodities directly 
responsible for tropical 
deforestation.

Related initiatives

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1e63BSMd7KiYPJWgz2jJ148Y_tTqoYtWomvzdo4mhp-E/edit#gid=0
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Partner Forest 
Program 

An opportunity for cities 
to fight climate change, 
preserve global 
biodiversity, innovate 
new business models and 
bridge the rural-urban 
divide by partnering with 
tropical forests around 
the world.

Canandé 
River 

Watershed

Ecuador

Makira Natural 
Park

Madagascar

● Timber
● Rubber
● Cacao
● Coffee
● Ecotourism
● Research

Related initiatives



● A framework to help city leaders define sustainability wood on 
their own terms, with a focus on climate, biodiversity, health, and 
economic goals. 

● Eight Pathways for sustainable wood sourcing which can 
combine to form a broader wood sourcing Strategy. 

● A voluntary evaluation system that can help cities better 
understand, prioritize and track  the benefits and impacts of their 
sustainable wood strategy.

● A process for cities and their partners to build internal 
capacity, and guide new policies for municipal procurement, 
specification templates, and contracting requirements.

What is the Sustainable Wood for Cities Guide?

http://www.cities4forest.com/


Three interacting impact systems:

1. Wood that helps conserve forests, 
mitigate or reverse degradation and 
deforestation.

2. Wood that sequesters carbon; net 
negative, with all systems 
components considered.

3. Wood used in long-life infrastructure 
that replaces more carbon-intensive 
materials

2. 
Carbon
Storage

1. 
Forest 
Impacts

3. 
CO2 

Comparison
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The three-legged stool of sustainable wood

http://www.cities4forest.com/


1. Introduction and Overview (2 pages)
2. How to use this guide -  Pathways and Strategies (1 page)
3. Pathways Handbook - one pagers (8 pages)
4. Detailed Sustainable Wood Sourcing Pathways (~20 pages)
5. Supporting documents and forms (Not Yet Available):

a. Wood Needs Report - standard template for all projects
b. Wood Options Assessment Matrix - standard template for all 

projects 
c. Resources and references (Not Yet Available):

i. Certification schemes: Claims, Benefits, Accessibility
ii. Social Forestry: A starter list of global community forest 

enterprises
iii. Wood Species: suggestions, redlists, lesser-known options, 
iv. Urban Wood Mills: A starter list of local mills and suppliers 
v. Strategic Geographies Primer, Jurisdictional Approach 

examples
d. Net Carbon Accounting for Wood Products - A Systems Thinking 

approach

Structure of the Guide

http://www.cities4forest.com/


● Description

● Examples

● Sustainability 
Benefits

● Actions

● Challenges

● Evaluation/Levels

● Policy Options

● Synergies

Structure of the Pathways Handbook

http://www.cities4forest.com/


Sustainable Wood Sourcing Pathways and Strategies

1. Certification / Chain of Custody

2. Social Forestry

3. Species and Grade 

4. Strategic Geography

5. Local /Urban Wood

6. Wood Reuse

7. Production Efficiency

8. Net Carbon Accounting /LCA

Pathways  + impact levels:  
Strategies

Voluntary  self-scoring

http://www.cities4forest.com/
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Instructions (Please make sure to provide feedback at the 
end of document or with comments feature)

1. Quick round of introductions of group members.

2. Read your group’s starting Pathway definition with the 
group.

3. Define project requirements using the Wood Needs 
Report and Assessment Matrix tables.

4. Consider the eight Sustainable Sourcing Pathways to see 
if there are other obvious matches for the project. Keep in 
mind that some pathways may follow the lead of another.

5. Create an integrated Strategy using multiple Pathways to 
serve the project, and the sustainability goals of the city.

Breakout Activity: Testing the SW4C Guide

http://www.cities4forest.com/

